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Egypt: Law No. 10/1961, on the Combating of Prostitution 

Article 1: 

(a) Whoever incites a person, be they male or female, to engage in debauchery or in prostitution, 

or assists in this or facilitates it, and similarly whoever employs a person or tempts him or 

induces him with the intention of engaging in debauchery or prostitution, is to be sentenced to 

imprisonment for a period not less than one year and not more than three years and a fine 

between 100 and 300 LE in the Egyptian administration and between 1000 and 3000 Lira in the 

Syrian administration. 

(b) If the person upon whom the crime is perpetrated has not reached the age of twenty-one 

years, the punishment is imprisonment for a period not less than one year and not more than five 

years and a fine between 100 and 500 LE in the Egyptian administration and between 1000 and 

5000 Lira in the Syrian administration. 

Article 2: 

The punishment set down in paragraph (b) of the previous article applies to: 

(a) Whoever employs, persuades or induces a person, be they male or female, with the intention 

of committing debauchery or prostitution and this is by means of deception, force, threats, abuse 

of authority or other means of coercion. 

(b) Whoever detains by such means a person, male or female, against his will in a place for 

debauchery or prostitution. 

Article 3: 

Whoever incites a male under twenty-one (Gregorian) years of age or a female irrespective of 

age to leave the United Arab Republic, facilitates this for them, employs them or accompanies 

them abroad for the purpose of working in debauchery or prostitution and whomsoever 

knowingly assists in this is to be sentenced to prison for a period not less than one year and not 

exceeding five years and a fine between 100 LE and 500 LE in the Egyptian administration and 

between 1000 and 5000 Lira in the Syrian administration. 

The maximum term of imprisonment is seven years if the crime is perpetrated against two or 

more persons or if it is committed by one of the means indicated in the first paragraph of article 2 

besides the decreed fine. 

Article 6: 

The following are sentenced to prison for a period not less than six months and not exceeding 

three years: 

(a) Whoever assists a female to carry on prostitution, even if only by way of monetary 

expenditure. 

 

(b) Whoever exploits in any fashion the prostitution or debauchery of a person. 

Article 7: 
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Whoever intended to commit any of the crimes mentioned in the previous articles shall be 

punished with the decreed punishment as if the crime was fully committed. 

Article 8: 

Whoever opens or manages premises for the purpose of debauchery or prostitution or cooperates 

in any way whatsoever in their management, is to be punished by imprisonment for a period not 

less than one year and not exceeding three years and a fine not less than 100 LE and not 

exceeding 300 LE in the Egyptian administration and not less than 1000 Lira and not exceeding 

3000 Lira in the Syrian administration. Closure of the premises and confiscation of goods and 

furnishings found therein is directed. 

If the one committing the crime is related to the one carrying on debauchery or prostitution, is 

charged with his upbringing or has authority over him, the prison sentence is for not less than 

two years and not exceeding four years besides the decreed fine. 

Article 9: 

Punishment by imprisonment for a period not less than three months and not exceeding three 

years and a fine not less than 25 LE and not exceeding 300 LE in the Egyptian administration 

and not less than 250 Lira and not exceeding 3000 Lira in the Syrian administration or one of 

these two punishments applies in the following cases: 

(a) Whoever lets or offers in whatever fashion a residence or place run for the purpose of 

debauchery or prostitution, or for the purpose of housing one or more persons, if they are to his 

knowledge practicing debauchery or prostitution. 

(b) Whoever owns or manages a furnished residence or furnished rooms or premises open to the 

public and who facilitates the practice of debauchery or prostitution, either by admitting persons 

so engaged or by allowing on his premises incitement to debauchery or prostitution. 

(c) Whoever habitually engages in debauchery or prostitution. 

Upon the apprehension of a person in the last category, it is permitted to send him for a medical 

examination. If it is discovered that he is carrying an infectious venereal disease, it is permitted 

to detain him in a therapeutic institute until his cure is completed. 

It is permitted to determine that the convicted person be placed, upon completion of his sentence, 

in a special reformatory until the administrative agency orders his release. This judgment is 

obligatory in cases of recidivism, and the period spent in the reformatory is not allowed to be 

more than three years. 

Article 10: 

A place shall be considered a premise for prostitution or debauchery according to article (8) and 

(9), every place that was habitually used to practice prostitution for the benefit of the other or his 

own benefit, even if only one person was practicing prostitution or debauchery. 

Article 11: 

Anyone who profits from or manages public premises or a public nightclub or other premises 

open to the public and employs persons who are engaged in debauchery or prostitution with the 
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intention of facilitating this for them or with the intention of taking advantage of them to 

promote his premises is to be punished with a prison term not exceeding two years and a fine not 

exceeding 200 LE in the Egyptian administration and 2000 Lira in the Syrian administration. 

The punishment is imprisonment for a term not less than two years and not exceeding four years 

and a fine from 200 LE to 400 LE in the Egyptian administration and 2000 Lira to 4000 Lira in 

the Syrian administration if the perpetrator falls into the category of persons mentioned in the 

last paragraph of article 8. 

The closure of the premises for a period not exceeding three months or permanently in the case 

of a repeat offence is imposed. 

Article 12: 

The Public Prosecution, upon apprehending one of the cases set forth in Article 8, 9, and 11, may 

issue an order closing the place of business or residence operated for prostitution or debauchery. 

The furnishings and items seized in the cases set forth in Article 8, 9, and 11 shall be ruled to be 

under administrative impoundment upon seizure pending adjudication of the case. After being 

inventoried and catalogued they shall be turned over to a caretaker assigned to maintain custody 

of them at no cost from among the following people: 

The person who opened, managed, assisted in managing, or owned the place or the leaser or a 

resident or employee; their refusal shall not be accepted. If no such person exists, custody shall 

be temporarily assigned to a paid person the police deem qualified pending the arrival of another 

person to assume custody. The caretaker of the impounded items shall be tasked with protecting 

the seals placed on the closed place; if there are no impounded items, one of the persons set forth 

in the foregoing paragraph shall be tasked with protecting the seals in the same method. In all 

cases, the court shall adjudicate the case in an expedited fashion within no more than three 

weeks; in the case of an acquittal, the closure order shall be invalidated. 

Article 13: 

Any person who habitually works or resides in premises used for debauchery or prostitution and 

is aware of this is to be punished by imprisonment for a period not exceeding one year. 

Article 14: 

Whoever publicizes by any form of publicity an invitation which includes inducement to 

debauchery or prostitution, or draws attention to this, is to be punished by imprisonment for a 

period not exceeding three years and a fine not exceeding 100 LE in the Egyptian administration 

and 1000 Lira in the Syrian administration, or one of the two punishments. 

Article 15: 

As a consequence of a judgment of guilty in one of the crimes stipulated in this law, the 

convicted person may be placed under observation by the police for a period equivalent to the 

length of the sentence. This is without infringement of the special laws regarding homelessness. 


